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GSL’s Update

Firstly may I ask that you read through all of the material sent as it contains some important information..

Our First Platinum Awards and Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
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4 members of the Explorer Unit (ages 14 to 18) were presented with their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award and also their Chief Scouts Award (Platinum). For Richard Bingham, Charles Harrison, Karl Zillman and Alan Oakes this was the result of many months of hard work involving community service, new sports and cultural activities, a 2 day expedition and a research project based on International Scouting.

And More Top Awards

Four Cubs from Saturn pack recently received their Chief Scouts Award (Silver) from Nigel Vallette the Havant Scout District Commissioner.  

Jack Allison, Christopher Hughes, William Hine and Luke Jones, all 10 years old took part in a range of activities, including Archery, Camping, climbing up and abseiling down a climbing wall, as well as organising programmes for the cubs and also taking part in a community service project. 
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Scouts Win Football Competition

In amongst the Ice Skating, Pioneering and camping, Lion Troop also found the time to take part in the Havant District 6-a-side football competition.


The seven scouts (aged 10½ to 14), coached by parent and troop helper Mervyn Haines came top of their league and progressed through the semi-finals to meet 1st West Leigh in the final. Lions eventually won 3 – 1, after a very tense match, including extra time. The boys all played fantastically and would like to thank Hayling St Andrew’s FC for the loan of their football kit. The team were; Joel Knight, Liam Holden, Jake Whistlecraft, Matthew Kenny, Michael Kenny, Joshua Haines and Robert Hawley.
2005 Challenge Day

No, not a camp this year, but a day of fun and challenge for the whole family.

Date: Saturday 9th July 2005

Place: On Hayling

Time:
Start about 13:00 and end with a campfire by 21:00.

This year we will be running a “Challenge Day when everyone taking part will have to complete various challenges. The day will take place on Hayling and  will end with a BBQ and Camp Fire and the day is open to all members of the group, families and friends.

The cost will be £5 for those taking part, including food and £3 for those families and friends who will either help with the bases or just come along for the food and camp fire.

More details after Easter but please make a note of the date in your diaries.

Where does the money go?

We have just re-stocked our games equipment ready for the outside weather and also purchased some good knotting ropes in preparation of the pioneering projects that the Cubs, Scouts and Explorers will no doubt undertake during this term.

We have also started to look at camping equipment needs.

Thank You’s

To Nigel Kenny and Ciara Jamieson-Goode for offering to be Parent Reps for our group. This is an important role and we are very grateful for them giving up some of their time to help us during this important period.
We would still like to expand our management committee with another two volunteers, so please do not be shy!!!

Also thank you to all of you who returned your subs payment forms and to the number who have now opted to pay by Standing Order. This really does make the life of our leaders and those collecting subs easier!

St Georges Day

You should all by now have received a letter with the details of our St George’s day service to be held in Havant. This is a very special service for all of those Scouting in the UK as we will all be remaking our promise (to do our best). The promise and Scout Laws are unique to the Scouting and Guiding movements compared to all other youth organisations. 

Gift Aid

There are still some of you who have not completed Gift Aid forms with your wishes. This is a warning that we will be following up with you over the next few weeks.

A Hole in the Roof

Over the past few months we have been looking at the best approach to take for our roof, which has a number of significant leaks. Part of this investigation is also linked with the new asbestos rules as the old roof sheets contain an element of White Asbestos (the safest variety).  

I do want to reassure you that the roof has been declared safe and is not a health hazard. I can provide more details to anyone interested.

We have decided the way forward is to completely replace the roof with a more modern material that will address the leaks, improve insulation and hence the temperature control inside the HQ and last for many years, as well as meet our needs for hanging wet tents, activities using the beams etc etc.

The cost of this replacement will be in the order of £30000 with other associated work and so we are now looking at ways of raising this sum of money. 

Unfortunately the lottery is not a short term solution due to changes taking place in the grant schemes but a small team under the leadership of our chairman Philip Blosse is actively looking at the ways and means open to us.

We will let you know what is happening and how you can help us.
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