
Dear Scouts, Parents and Guardians,

We trust that you have all had a really great summer and are ready for another term of Scouting, (and just think its all downhill to Christmas!). It promises to be another great term with a lot of exciting activities, firstly because that’s what we do and secondly because the Scout’s themselves are going to take more responsibility for planning and delivering sessions. Oh yes, we are now in a position where the Patrols are more or less settled (we have one or two new people joining, but that’s it for now we are officially full) with Patrol Leaders and Assistants in place, so bring it on, the only barriers are in our minds!!

We start at the usual time this Monday (6th September) when we will start to plan the term around the badges and awards that we want to work towards. To achieve our objectives for the term the following is necessary:

1. That Scouts turn up in full uniform – necker, woggle (some Scouts are still wearing plastic cub woggles, please get yourself a proper scout one, or make one), shirt, trousers and belt. Please ensure that all badges are sewn on.  On Monday we will be carrying out an inventory of who has which badges and this is very important in terms of attaining the Chief Scout’s Award.

2. That if you are not paying by standing order that subs are paid on the following Monday by the very latest. A proportion of the subs come to Sharks to fund our section activities, and so if you don’t pay, then we don’t get any to play with! Please bring them in a sealed envelope with your name written clearly on it.

3. With the rapid growth of Sharks last year we had a few difficulties with behaviour, but thanks to the hard work and commitment of the scouts and the support of parents these were resolved. The year culminated in our brilliant camp at Broadstone Warren which was a credit to all involved.  Obviously we want this to continue, and everybody is now clear about the expectations involved in keeping the scout law and so to state the obvious we will be maintaining very high standards of behaviour both verbal and physical.

Leadership
We are delighted that Adam Saunders is joining us as a Young Leader, who along with Mike Kenney and Barnabas Pycroft is completing his Young Leader’s training with Third Hayling.  Ideally with the growth of the section we would like another adult leader as well to help out on a weekly basis. There is no pressure here to put on a uniform, but if you are interested in helping out regularly then I’m more than happy to talk through what is required and to give honest replies to your questions! We do it because it is fantastic fun and incredibly rewarding.

Camps 

Camping is really what Scout’s do, and when we’re not camping then we are trying to do things that improve our outdoor skills, and also planning our next camp!  It is really important that Scouts get to as many camps as possible. We will be endeavouring to hold our usual autumn camp on the last weekend of October, and details will emerge. To give you plenty of warning we will also be holding our summer camp in the same half term week from the 28th May – 3rd June 2011, and the Third Hayling Group Camp will be from the 24th – 26th June 2011.  

The autumn camp 2010 will cost no more than £15

The summer camp 2011 will probably be at Broadstone Warren again (just a brilliant site) but doing traditional scouting activities (for example pioneering projects such as building bridges and towers etc and building and sleeping in bivvies). Based upon the same numbers (or more) that came to the 2010 camp we can guarantee that the price will be no more than the £100 that we charged this year and probably less.  

The Group Camp is held every two years with all sections from Beavers through to Explorers joining in (remember the Siege of Lyons Copse and The Battle of Grazed Knee?) which normally costs £25.

If you want to start paying now towards the cost of the camps then you are more than welcome to do so, as much or as little as you want, because next June will come round quicker than you think!  

The details of the term as they emerge will go on the website where you can find out about the group as a whole, but if you have any questions or concerns then please do not hesitate to contact us.
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